Cervical myelopathy caused by retrograde intraneural dissection of anesthetic solution.
Brachial plexus block is a generally safe procedure for postoperative analgesia following shoulder surgery. This report describes brachial plexus block complicated by intraneural dissection of anesthetic solution, resulting in severe damage to the upper spinal cord. Other investigators have hypothesized that this rare complication is caused by accidental needle placement within the substance of the cord. This case demonstrates that the complication can occur despite a peripherally located needle.